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Dear David McKie,

This letter is in response to your request received on November 12, 2021 under the Access to 
Information Act (the Act) for: “Briefing note: Deputy Minister (DM) Committee on Climate Plan 
Implementation 2021-09-28 Ref # 2021FIN507882”.  

A search of our departmental records identified 49 pages in connection with your request.  After 
review, it has been determined that some of the information can be released and a copy is 
herewith enclosed.  Please note that some information has been withheld pursuant to the 
specific provisions of the Act as indicated on the attached.

You are entitled to complain to the Information Commissioner concerning the processing of 
your request within sixty days of the receipt of this notice.  In the event you decide to avail 
yourself of this right, your notice of complaint should be addressed to:

Office of the Information Commissioner
30 Victoria Street, 7th Floor
Gatineau, Quebec   K1A 1H3
email:  general@oic-ci.gc.ca

If you have any questions regarding this request, do not hesitate to contact Benoit Tremblay by 
email at benoit.tremblay@fin.gc.ca.

Yours sincerely,

Josh Keon
Director

Enclosures



 

 

EXEMPTIONS 

Federal-provincial affairs 

14. The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that contains information the 
disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to be injurious to the conduct by the Government of Canada of federal-provincial affairs, 
including, without restricting the generality of the foregoing, any such information 
(a) on federal-provincial consultations or deliberations; or 
(b) on strategy or tactics adopted or to be adopted by the Government of Canada relating to the conduct of federal-provincial affairs. 

Law enforcement and investigations 

16. (1) The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that contains 
(a) information obtained or prepared by any government institution, or part of any government institution, that is an investigative body 
specified in the regulations in the course of lawful investigations pertaining to 

(i) the detection, prevention or suppression of crime, 
(ii) the enforcement of any law of Canada or a province, or 
(iii) activities suspected of constituting threats to the security of Canada within the meaning of the Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service Act, 

if the record came into existence less than twenty years prior to the request; 
(b) information relating to investigative techniques or plans for specific lawful investigations; 
(c) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to be injurious to the enforcement of any law of Canada or a province or 
the conduct of lawful investigations, including, without restricting the generality of the foregoing, any such information 

(i) relating to the existence or nature of a particular investigation, 
(ii) that would reveal the identity of a confidential source of information, or 
(iii) that was obtained or prepared in the course of an investigation; or 

(d) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to be injurious to the security of penal institutions. 

Security 

(2) The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that contains information that could 
reasonably be expected to facilitate the commission of an offence, including, without restricting the generality of the foregoing, any such 
information 
(a) on criminal methods or techniques; 
(b) that is technical information relating to weapons or potential weapons; or 
(c) on the vulnerability of particular buildings or other structures or systems, including computer or communication systems, or methods 
employed to protect such buildings or other structures or systems. 

Advice, etc. 

21. (1) The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that contains 
(a) advice or recommendations developed by or for a government institution or a minister of the Crown, 
(b) an account of consultations or deliberations in which directors, officers or employees of a government institution, a minister of the Crown or 
the staff of a minister participate, 
(c) positions or plans developed for the purpose of negotiations carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the Government of Canada and 
considerations relating thereto, or 
(d) plans relating to the management of personnel or the administration of a government institution that have not yet been put into operation, 
if the record came into existence less than twenty years prior to the request. 

Exercise of a discretionary power or an adjudicative function 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply in respect of a record that contains 
(a) an account of, or a statement of reasons for, a decision that is made in the exercise of a discretionary power or an adjudicative function and 
that affects the rights of a person; or 
(b) a report prepared by a consultant or an adviser who was not a director, an officer or an employee of a government institution or a member 
of the staff of a minister of the Crown at the time the report was prepared. 
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Avis d'enquête en vertu de l'article 32 

 
Institution :  Ministère des Finances du Canada  
Date :  2023/07/25  
Numéro de dossier du Commissariat :  5823-01533  
Numéro de la demande d'accès :  A-2021-00538  
 



Le 2023/07/18 , le Commissariat à l'information a reçu une plainte en vertu de la Loi sur 
l'accès à l'information contenant les allégations suivantes contre Ministère des Finances 
du Canada : 
 
L’institution a erronément refusé de communiquer des renseignements en vertu des 
articles 14, 16, des alinéas 21(1)(a), 21(1)(b) en réponse à la demande ou aux 
demandes d’accès susmentionnée(s). L’allégation s’inscrit dans le cadre de l’alinéa 
30(1)a).  
 
La Commissaire à l'information du Canada avise Ministère des Finances du Canada, en 
vertu de l'article 32 de la Loi, qu'elle a l'intention de faire enquête sur cette ou ces 
allégation(s). L'institution doit donc conserver tous les documents relatifs à celle(s)-ci 
jusqu'à ce que l'enquête et tout recours judiciaire subséquent soient terminés. 
 
----------------------------------------- 
 

Notice of intention to investigate under section 32 

 
Institution:  Department of Finance Canada  
Date:  2023/07/25  
OIC file number:  5823-01533  
Access request number:  A-2021-00538  
 
On 2023/07/18 , the Office of the Information Commissioner (OIC) received a complaint 
under the Access to Information Act alleging the following against Department of 
Finance Canada : 
 
It improperly withheld information under sections 14, 16, paragraphs 21(1)(a), 21(1)(b) 
when it responded to the above-noted access request(s). This allegation falls under 
paragraph 30(1)(a).  
 
The Information Commissioner of Canada gives notice to Department of Finance 
Canada under section 32 that she intends to investigate this allegation(s). 
Consequently, the institution must keep all records relating to the allegation(s) until the 
investigation and any subsequent legal proceedings are complete. 
Canada’s National Observer 

2011 Woodglen Cres. 

Ottawa, Ont. 

K1J 6G7 

613-290-7380 

davidmckiec@gmail.com 

 

July 17, 2023 

mailto:davidmckiec@gmail.com


To whom this may concern. I’m filing formal complaint against the Department of Finance about their 

use of sections 14, 16, 2(1) a,b and c to withhold information. Please see the acknowledgment letter 

pasted below.  

I’d be grateful for a formal acknowledgment that you’ve received this correspondence.  

Thanks,  

David McKie 

 

Department of Finance Canada Ministère des Finances Canada 
Access to Information and 
Privacy Division 
90 Elgin Street, 10th Floor 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0G5 
Division de l'accès à l'information et à la 
protection des renseignements personnels 
90, rue Elgin, 10ième étage 
Ottawa ON K1A 0G5 
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Our File Notre référence 

A-2021-00538 / BT 
July 14, 2023 
David McKie 
2011 Woodglen Cres 
Ottawa, ON K1J 6G7 
davidmckiec@gmail.com 
Dear David McKie, 
This letter is in response to your request received on November 12, 2021 under the Access to 
Information Act (the Act) for: “Briefing note: Deputy Minister (DM) Committee on Climate Plan 
Implementation 2021-09-28 Ref # 2021FIN507882”. 
A search of our departmental records identified 49 pages in connection with your request. After 
review, it has been determined that some of the information can be released and a copy is 
herewith enclosed. Please note that some information has been withheld pursuant to the 
specific provisions of the Act as indicated on the attached. 
You are entitled to complain to the Information Commissioner concerning the processing of 
your request within sixty days of the receipt of this notice. In the event you decide to avail 
yourself of this right, your notice of complaint should be addressed to: 
Office of the Information Commissioner 
30 Victoria Street, 7th Floor 
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 1H3 
email: general@oic-ci.gc.ca 
If you have any questions regarding this request, do not hesitate to contact Benoit Tremblay by 
email at benoit.tremblay@fin.gc.ca. 
Yours sincerely, 
Josh Keon 
Director 
Enclosures 
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